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A Pair Of Balances: What Fellowship Has Adventism
 With Paganism, Sabbath With Sunday?

1a. “The fifth chapter of Revelation needs to be closely studied. It is of great importance to those who shall act a part in the
work of God for these last days.” {Testimonies for the Church, Volume 9, 267.1}
1b.  “The Book With Seven Seals Contains the History of the World.-- ‘And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book 
written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to 
open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, 
neither to look thereon’ (Revelation 5:1-3).” {9MR 7.1}
1c. “There in His open hand lay the book, the roll of the history of God's providences, the prophetic history of nations and the 
church. Herein was contained the divine utterances, His authority, His commandments, His laws, the whole symbolic counsel of 
the Eternal, and the history of all ruling powers in the nations. In symbolic language was contained in that roll the influence of every 
nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of earth's history to its close.” {9MR 7.2}

2. According to Revelation 5:1, this important book was sealed with how many seals?_________________________________________ 
3. In this study we are going to analyze the first four of the seven seals, and see how they apply to us in these last days.
4. Let us read Revelation 5:5-14 and Revelation 6:1,2 and discover that the first seal was loosed immediately after Jesus’ death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension to heaven in the year A.D. 31. Consider the fact that these verses show Jesus in heaven after He had been 
slain or crucified (Revelation 5:5,6). Jesus was crucified in the year A.D. 31. Revelation 5:7 shows that it is after the crucifixion and 
ascension to heaven that Jesus takes the book from His Father. The following verses show that the host of heaven are singing praises to 
Jesus for His victory. See Revelation 5:8-14. Once Jesus’ inauguration as High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary was over, Revelation 6:1, 
He  opened the first of the seven seals.
5. Note: The first seal is opened in the year A.D. 31.
6. Once Jesus loosed the first seal, what was seen? Revelation 6:1-2_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What does a horse represent in the Bible? Solomon’s Song 1:9; Isaiah 63:11-13_____________________________________________
8. What does white represent? Isaiah 1:18,19; Revelation 19:7-9___________________________________________________________
9. How is the rider described? Revelation 6:2__________________________________________________________________________
10. Note: Under the first seal, the first phase of the Christian era, the Lord’s church along with her leaders received and proclaimed the 
everlasting gospel; as a result the following words are used to describe them, “went forth conquering and to conquering.” See      
Colossians 1:23
11. Note: Let us turn our attention to the second seal, the second phase of the Christian era.
12. Once the second seal was opened, what was seen? Revelation 6:3,4_____________________________________________________
13. Note: The descriptive words of Revelation 6:3,4 tell us that God’s faithful people encountered persecution, during the second phase of 
the Christian era.
14. Note: Under the first seal, God’s people were described as being faithful. They were actively engaged in evangelizing the world with 
truth. Under the second seal, Satan began to persecute the saints in order to hinder the gospel message from having its effect upon 
people’s hearts.

15a. Read the following and discover that it was emperor Nero of the Roman Empire who primarily was responsible for the persecution of 
God’s faithful people, during the second phase of the Christian era. The second seal was opened in the year A.D. 64.
15b. “The first documented case of imperially [kingly] supervised persecution of the Christians in the Roman Empire begins 
with Nero (37– 68), in 64 AD...“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians”
 “Christians were first, and horribly, targeted for persecution as a group by the emperor Nero in 64 AD. A colossal fire broke 
out at Rome, and destroyed much of the city. Rumors abounded that Nero himself was responsible. He certainly took advantage of the 
resulting devastation of the city, building a lavish private palace on part of the site of the fire. Perhaps to divert attention from the 
rumors, Nero ordered that Christians should be rounded up and killed. Some were torn apart by dogs, others burnt alive as 
human torches.” http:// www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/christianityromanempire_article_01.shtml See also: http://
www.christianitytoday.com/ch/1990/issue27/2705.html
15c. Let us read The Great Controversy, pages 39-41, and discover firstly that Ellen White confirms this historical fact that the first great 
persecution upon Christians after Jesus’ ascension, began under emperor Nero of Rome. Secondly, Ellen White states in detail the various 
methods of persecution that the Christians experienced. Bear in mind that this history of the second seal will be repeated in these last days. 
Ecclesiastes 1:9.
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15d. “The history of the early church testified to the fulfillment of the Savior's words. The powers of earth and hell arrayed 
themselves against Christ in the person of His followers. Paganism foresaw that should the gospel triumph, her temples and 
altars would be swept away; therefore she summoned her forces to destroy Christianity. The fires of persecution were kindled. 
Christians were stripped of their possessions and driven from their homes. They ‘endured a great fight of afflictions.’ Hebrews 10:32. They 
‘had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment.’ Hebrews 11:36. Great numbers sealed their 
testimony with their blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, were alike slain without mercy.” {GC 39.2}
15e. “These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the time of the martyrdom of Paul, continued with greater or less fury for 
centuries. Christians were falsely accused of the most dreadful crimes and declared to be the cause of great calamities--famine, 
pestilence, and earthquake. As they became the objects of popular hatred and suspicion, informers stood ready, for the sake of gain, 
to betray the innocent. They were condemned as rebels against the empire, as foes of religion, and pests to society. {GC 40.1} 
Under the fiercest persecution these witnesses for Jesus kept their faith unsullied. Though deprived of every comfort, shut away from the 
light of the sun, making their home in the dark but friendly bosom of the earth, they uttered no complaint. With words of faith, patience, 
and hope they encouraged one another to endure privation and distress. The loss of every earthly blessing could not force them to 
renounce their belief in Christ. Trials and persecution were but steps bringing them nearer their rest and their reward.” {GC 41.1}
16. Note: Let us turn our attention to the third seal, the third phase of the Christian era.
17a. When was the third seal opened? Answer: In the year A.D. 313. To confirm this, just note that during the second seal Christians 
experienced bloody persecution. Persecution for the Christians had ended with emperor Constantine of Rome, in the year A.D. 313 when 
he issued the Edict of Milan.
17b. Read the following historical record: “It [the Edict of Milan] came out of a two-man [Emperors Constantine and Licinius] summit 
meeting in the northern Italian city of Milan in January 313... And after the failure of the Great Persecution (initiated by the emperors 
Diocletian and Galerius in 303–304), the Christian church had begun to recover its stability...This [the Edict of Milan] required a guarantee of 
full religious freedom to the Christians, setting them on a par with those who followed other religions. The so-called Edict of Milan provided 
for this. It marks the Roman Empire’s final abandonment of the policies of persecution of Christians. The age of the martyrs was at an end. 
The transition to the era of the “Christian Empire” had begun. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/1990/issue28/2809.html
18. What did emperor Constantine of Rome do in A.D. 321, after he issued the Edict of Milan?____________________________________
 “In the early part of the fourth century the emperor Constantine issued a decree making Sunday a public festival throughout 
the Roman Empire.”  {GC 53.1}  
 “On this day in the year 321, Constantine decreed ‘the day of the sun’ as a day of rest.” http://www.historychannel.com.au/
classroom/day-in-history/473/constantine-decrees-sun-day-as-day-of-rest
19. Note: Only eight years had elapsed after Emperor Constantine issued the Edit of Milan and the enforcing of the Sunday Law throughout 
the Roman Empire.
20. How was the Sabbath viewed and how were God’s faithful commandment-keepers viewed and treated a few years after emperor 
Constantine legalized Sunday as the day of rest throughout the Roman Empire?____________________________________________
 But while many God-fearing Christians were gradually led to regard Sunday as possessing a degree of sacredness, they 
still held the true Sabbath as the holy of the Lord and observed it in obedience to the fourth commandment...Vast councils were 
held from time to time, in which the dignitaries of the church were convened from all the world. In nearly every council the 
Sabbath which God had instituted was pressed down a little lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan 
festival came finally to be honored as a divine institution, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of Judaism, and its observers 
were declared to be accursed.”  {GC 53.2} 
21. Note: Once the fire of persecution was rekindled for God’s commandment-keeping people, the fourth seal was opened.
22. What descriptive words are used in the fourth seal? Revelation 6:7,8_____________________________________________________
23. The following is a recapitulation of the previous points. Under the second seal, there was bloody persecution for God’s commandment-
keeping people. Under the third seal, the Edict of Milan was enacted. Within eight years of the Edict of Milan, Sunday was legislated 
worldwide as the day of rest. Then under the fourth seal, the fire of persecution for God’s commandment-keeping people was rekindled.

24a. What are the applications of the above conclusions? Answer: The following reports show that Christians are being persecuted and 
martyred worldwide. 
24b.'Convert or Face the Sword': Iraqi Christian Recalls ISIS's Deadly Deadline  http://www.charismanews.com/world/45142-
convert-or-face-the-sword-iraqi-christian-recalls-isis-deadly-deadline
24c. “The New Exodus: Christians Flee ISIS in the Middle East” http://www.newsweek.com/2015/04/03/new-exodus-christians-flee-isis-
middle-east-316785.html
24d. Christian Refugees Are Begging the West to Save Them From Persecution, Says Syrian Church Leader
http://www.christianpost.com/news/christian-refugees-begging-the-west-to-save-them-from-persecution-crisis-has-reached-biblical-
proportions-warns-syrian-church-leader-147087/
24e. 60 Million People Fleeing Chaotic Lands, U.N. Says 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/18/world/60-million-people-fleeing-chaotic-lands-un-says.html
25. Note: That would be one application of the second seal.
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26. Note: The following report shows that Pope Francis is calling for a similar law to be issued as the Edict of Milan, a union of church and 
state. 
 Pope Francis wrote that many Christians in many parts of the world still experience discrimination “and at times pay with 
their own blood the price of their profession of faith.” He noted that 2013 marked the 1,700th anniversary of the Edict of Milan – a 
proclamation of tolerance of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire, which is often seen as a symbol of the first affirmation of 
the principle of religious freedom. The edict “put an end to religious persecution in the Roman Empire in both East and West, and 
opened new channels for the dissemination of the Gospel,” he wrote. “Today, as then, Christians of East and West must give 
common witness so that, strengthened by the spirit of the risen Christ, they may disseminate the message of salvation to the entire 
world,” the pope said. http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2013/12/02/christians-must-cooperate-to-help-the-persecuted-church-pope-
tells-patriarch/

27. Note: The obvious conclusion is that the Sunday Law is soon to be enforced.
28. Note: The next event that will follow is persecution for God’s commandment-keeping people, which will be a repetition of the fourth seal.
29. The following is another application of the four seals.

30a. The gospel went forth by God’s faithful messengers, “conquering and to conquer,” under the first seal. Consider carefully that it was 
paganism under Nero, pagan Rome, that hindered the proclamation of the gospel, under the second seal.
30b. “The history of the early church testified to the fulfillment of the Savior's words. The powers of earth and hell arrayed themselves 
against Christ in the person of His followers. Paganism foresaw that should the gospel triumph, her temples and altars would be 
swept away; therefore she summoned her forces to destroy Christianity...These persecutions, beginning under Nero...They were 
condemned as rebels against the empire, as foes of religion, and pests to society. {GC 40.1} 

31. What kind of lifestyle did the pagans of the Roman Empire legalize?______________________________________________________
  “Gay Marriage--Nothing New Under The Sun: Gay marriage and homosexuality were part of the moral landscape faced by the first 
Christians in Ancient Rome.”
 “Gay marriage was—surprise!—alive and well in Rome, celebrated even and especially by select emperors, a spin-off of 
the general cultural affirmation of Roman homosexuality. Gay marriage was, along with homosexuality, something the first 
Christians faced as part of the pagan moral darkness of their time. What Christians are fighting against today, then, is not yet 
another sexual innovation peculiar to our “enlightened age,” but the return to pre-Christian, pagan sexual morality.
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/1367/gay_marriagenothing_new_under_the_sun.aspx

32. When did the United States legalize homosexuality? Answer: June 26, 2015.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2015/june/same-sex-marriage-is-legal-what-now.html

33. Note: Leading up to June 26, 2015 and afterwards, the United States government has been compelling churches to accept the LGBT 
movement or face penalties.  http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2014/07/21/obama-lgbt-executive-order-endangers-religious-liberty.html

34. Additionally, the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists and the Netherlands Union Conference have been working 
aggressively to get Seventh-day Adventists to accept the LGBT movement in the churches, schools, and other institutions. And the people 
who raise the alarm against the LGBT movement in the churches are labeled as bigots, intolerant, un-christlike, and giving a false alarm. 
Bear in mind that the LGBT movement in the Seventh-day Adventist churches is under the guise of the following words: “All persons, 
including practicing homosexuals, should be made to feel welcome to attend our churches while non-practicing gay persons 
should be welcomed into membership and church office... “Gay and lesbian members who choose to, and remain abstinent should 
be given the opportunity to participate in all church activities including leadership positions in the Church...We strongly affirm 
that homosexual persons have a place in the Seventh-day Adventist Church...The Netherlands Union Conference has advised all 
churches in the Netherlands to ‘fully commit themselves to ensuring that LGBTI individuals feel safe in the church.’ In addition, 
NUC leadership says it would ‘strongly advise against any steps to revoke the membership of LGBTI people, given the unsafe 
environment this would create in churches.’” https://www.andrews.edu/agenda/39064
http://spectrummagazine.org/blog/2014/04/24/church-netherlands-commits-itself-being-safe-place-lgbti-individuals

35. Note: One of the primary reasons that the LGBT movement is allowed in the Seventh-day Adventist church is to silence the preaching of 
the everlasting gospel, which is freedom from sin. The supporters of the LGBT movement do not want us to call sin by its right name. But 
what does Jesus say? Revelation 3:19_______________________________________________________________________________
 The greatest want of the world is the want of men--men who will not be bought or sold, men who in their inmost souls are true and 
honest, men who do not fear to call sin by its right name, men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole, men who 
will stand for the right though the heavens fall.  {Ed 57.3} 

36. The following is another application of the third seal.
37. What is in the hand of the rider of the black horse? Revelation 6:5_______________________________________________________
38. What do the pair of balances represent? Hosea 12:7; Amos 8:5; Isaiah 46:6, 7____________________________________________
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39a. In the time period of third seal, what two things were the leaders trying to balance in the church that led to God’s professed people 
being deceived?__________________________________________________________________________________________________
39b.  “Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism found their way into the Christian church. The spirit of compromise and conformity 
was restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions which the church endured under paganism. But as persecution ceased, and 
Christianity entered the courts and palaces of kings, she laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp 
and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and in place of the requirements of God, she substituted human theories and traditions. The 
nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and the world, cloaked with a 
form of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the work of corruption rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be 
vanquished, became the conqueror. Her spirit controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were incorporated 
into the faith and worship of the professed followers of Christ. {GC 49.2}

40a. Note: There are Seventh-day Adventist leaders who trying to unite the LGBT agenda with truth in the churches. There are leaders who 
are conducting Sunday morning worship services along with Sabbath services. There are leaders who are trying to provide both 
vegetarianism and flesh-meat eating in the church. There are leaders who trying to uphold the writings of Ellen White and the writings of 
infidel authors in the Sabbath school lesson guides and in other books.

40b. What does the Lord say? 2 Corinthians 6:14-18_____________________________________________________________________

41. Note: The leaders of the church believed that paganism and Christianity could reign together in the same church.
42. This mingling of truth with error in the church led to emperor Constantine attempting to mingle Sunday with the Lord’s Sabbath 
simultaneously.
43. What was the result of emperor Constantine’s false pair of balances?____________________________________________________
 But while many God-fearing Christians were gradually led to regard Sunday as possessing a degree of sacredness, they 
still held the true Sabbath as the holy of the Lord and observed it in obedience to the fourth commandment. {GC 53.1}
The archdeceiver had not completed his work. He was resolved to gather the Christian world under his banner and to exercise his power 
through his vicegerent, the proud pontiff who claimed to be the representative of Christ. Through half-converted pagans, ambitious prelates, 
and world-loving churchmen he accomplished his purpose. Vast councils were held from time to time, in which the dignitaries of the 
church were convened from all the world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God had instituted was pressed down a little 
lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan festival came finally to be honored as a divine institution, while 
the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed.” {GC 53.2}

44. What happened when both Jesus and Barabbas were presented as options to the Jews (a false pair of balances)? Matthew 27:16-23
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
45. Note: While there is a false pair of balances in the church, the Lord also has a pair of balances. He is presently judging the thoughts and 
actions of His people.
46. What will be said to us if we do not repent of our sins? Daniel 5:22-27____________________________________________________
47. Note: Consider the fact that Belshazzar mixed truth with error, after receiving a knowledge of truth.

48.  I have seen an angel standing with scales in his hands weighing the thoughts and interest of the people of God, especially the 
young. In one scale were the thoughts and interest tending heavenward; in the other were the thoughts and interest tending to earth. And in 
this scale were thrown all the reading of storybooks, thoughts of dress and show, vanity, pride, etc. Oh, what a solemn moment! the angels 
of God standing with scales, weighing the thoughts of His professed children--those who claim to be dead to the world and alive to God. 
The scale filled with thoughts of earth, vanity, and pride quickly went down, notwithstanding weight after weight rolled from the scale. The 
one with the thoughts and interest tending to heaven went quickly up as the other went down, and oh, how light it was! I can relate this as I 
saw it; but never can I give the solemn and vivid impression stamped upon my mind, as I saw the angel with the scales weighing the 
thoughts and interest of the people of God. Said the angel: "Can such enter heaven? No, no, never. Tell them the hope they now possess is 
vain, and unless they speedily repent, and obtain salvation, they must perish."  {1T 124.2}  
49. What did the voice from the midst of the four beast say? Revelation 6:6___________________________________________________
50. Whose voice is this from the midst of the four beast? Revelation 5:6_____________________________________________________ 
51. Why was the penny attached to the wheat, the meat offering? Answer: Daily we must give Jesus a meat offering, our works, and
not Caesar, the government, or the devil. Let us confirm the previous point.
52. What was a penny a symbol of in the Bible? Matthew 20:2_____________________________________________________________
53. Whose image and inscription was on the penny during Jesus’ earthly ministry? What instruction did Jesus give? Matthews 22:17-21 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
54. What was one of the primary uses of wheat? 1 Chronicles 21:23_________________________________________________________
55. What did the literal meat offering contain? Leviticus 2:1________________________________________________________________ 
56. What was to be poured upon the flour, upon the meat offering? Leviticus 2:1_______________________________________________ 
57. Who does the literal oil represent? 1 Samuel 16:13__________________________________________________________________ 
58. What does the literal frankincense, the incense represent? Psalm 141:2__________________________________________________ 
59. Note: So the literal meat offering represents the people of God praying for the Holy Spirit to inspire, strengthen, and to bless 
their desires and works for God.


